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outruns his physical strength: It may be that it was to some
sickness to which he already knew himself heir that he owed
his premature death, unmarried, at the age of forty. If this was
so, it explains why he chose his friend Roger Barlow to be the
actual exponent of his ideas; but be this as It may, it was agreed
between them that Roger should crown his equipment as a
potential leader by taking a voyage across the Pacific to the
Spice Islands in a Spanish vessel, and that he should be
accompanied by a competent English pilot, ready to learn all
that the voyage could teach him.
How all this was to be accomplished, and indeed was in part
accomplished, we learn from a letter written by Robert Thome,
and from documents relating to the Spanish voyage In question,
that led by Sebastian Cabot in 1526. Thome's letter was given
wide circulation by Richard Hakluyt, who published it In 1582,
again in 1589, and yet again in 1599, each time with some slight
editing: it was, indeed, worth publishing, for it was more than
a letter, it was a diplomatic document of importance.
The recipient was Dr. Lee, Almoner to King Henry VIII,
and from 1525 to 1530 his ambassador in Spain. A part of his
business was the collection of certain moneys owing from the
Emperor to his Royal Master, and it was in this connection,
when negotiating a bill of exchange, that Sir John Bridges'
brother and Robert Thome came under his very favourable
notice at Seville. T1 . . . had devised with two merchants
here (the toone called briges the aldermans brother the tooder
a right toward young man as any lightlie belongeth to England
called Thome) divers sufficient ways for any man willing to
pay. These two hath shewed themself in all things redie to do
the kings highnesse service, and be here of grete credence!3
Thus Lee wrote to Wolsey from Seville on 15111 April, 1526.
Late in the same year, an unnamed individual who had been
the Emperor's Ambassador in Portugal, came secretly to Lee
with the news 'That where as now the Emperor had trade Into
the Indies of the Spicery [i.e. the Moluccas] and should now
1 Cotton MSS., Vespasian, C. III. f. 232.
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